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Synopsis

Bartky draws on the experience of daily life to unmask the many disguises by which intimations of
inferiority are visited upon women. She critiques both the male bias of current theory and the
debilitating dominion held by notions of "proper femininity" over women and their bodies in

patriarchal culture.
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Customer Reviews

though i first read this book for a class, i have since turned to it many times. ms. bartky has a clear
grasp on the dynamics of relations between men and women not only on the basic level of how we
treat eachother, but on the intimate level of how we treat ourselves. this is a must read not only for
feminists, but for anyone who has ever wondered why men and women are treated differently in our
society... why we ARE different, and how we can change or overcome our seeming differences. it
may be a bit thick at times on philosophical and sociological language, but the messages come

through loud and clear enough so that you don’t need to be schooled in either discipline to enjoy it.

There’s nothing worse than forced femininity and how it limits a woman'’s life.This book gets you

beyond all the gender bias non-sense and leads you to understand how we got in this mess in the
first place and how to change,because humans ARE capable of change and do not have to stay in
boundaries which bind their talents,aspirations and individual make up.Within all humans,there are

different degrees of femininity and masculinity and the masculine based way that men are



raised,has allowed them not only greater freedom in the world but also greater freedom within,to
think strong and be strong,whilst women have been given a limited recipe for life which binds them
to a femininity which may not be part of a particular woman’s physical or emotional make up..l get
the message that women are taught to play a role of false femininity which suffocates their true

natures as individuals.

The overly defensive review that was written by a male does a complete disservice to the brilliance
of Bartky’s work. Not only has Bartky covered important new territory in understanding gender
dynamics, she has done so in a style that is extremely readable. This accessibility is particularly
apparent when comparing Bartky’s work to Judith Butler's work. Both transformed the way that
people understand gender dynamics, but Bartky articulates her insights in a far more accessible
way. In closing, | would say that if one wants a useful evaluation of Bartky’s work, one should ask a
woman about how Bartky’s work captures or fails to capture her experience of the world, not a male

who’s reactionary when confronted with the realities of gender privilege.

Book is a must read for anyone interested in feminism!
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